LESSONS FROM BOGOTg¢ OParks and public space are also important to a democratic

_ society because they are the only places where people meet
One of the most remarkable modern urban transformations Y _ y yp _ P p-

. . . as equals...In a city, parks are as essential to the physical and
has occurred in Bogott, Colombia, where Enrique Pe—alosa i ) . _
L emotional health of a city as the water supply.O He notes this
served as Mayor for three years, beginning in 1998. When he bui ; v bud H .

) . ) . is not obvious from most city budgets, where parks are
took office he did not ask how life could be improved for the y‘ g . P
deemed a luxury. By contrast, Oroads, the public spaces for
30 percent who owned cars; he wanted to know what could

N o ) cars, receive infinitely more resources and less budget cuts
be done for the 70 percent N the majority N who did not y d

than parks, the public space for children. Why,O he asks,

own cars. R
. . . . Oare the public spaces for cars deemed more important than
Pe—alosa realized that a city that is a pleasant environment ] _ ,
. . the public spaces for children?0O
for children and the elderly would work for everyone. In just _ _ ) _
. . o In espousing this new urban philosophy, Pe-alosa is not
a few years, he transformed the quality of urban life with his o ] . . .
- . . . . alone. The reform he initiated in Bogott is being carried on
vision of a city designed for people. Under his leadership, the )
) . . by his successor, Antanas Mockus. Now government plan-
city banned the parking of cars on sidewalks, created or ren-

ovated 1,200 parks, introduced a highly successful bus-based _ N
cities for people not cars. Cars promise mobility, and they

ners everywhere are experimenting, seeking ways to design

rapid transit system, built hundreds of kilometers of bicycle de it | | | I _ But i banizi
rovide it in a largely rural setting. But in an urbanizin
paths and pedestrian streets, reduced rush hour traffic by 40 P gely g g

percent, planted 100,000 trees, and involved local citizens . . . )
and the city. After a point, as their numbers multiply, auto-

world there is an inherent conflict between the automobile

directly in the improvement of their neighborhoods. In doing ) . - . .
. L .~ . mobiles provide not mobility but immobility.
this, he created a sense of civic pride among the cityOs eight

million residents, making the streets of Bogot? in this strife- Lester R. Brown, founder and President of Earth Policy Institute, has been

torn country safer than those in Washington, D.C. described byThe Washington Postas Oone of the worldOs most influen-
) . ) _ tial thinkersOand as Othe guru of the global environmental movementO
Enrique Pe-alosa observes that Ohigh quality publicyy The Telegraphof Calcutta. This article is excerpted fronPlan B 2.0

pedestrian space in general and parks in particular are evi-
dence of a true democracy at work.O He further observes:

Plan B 2.0is a don®t-miss major expansion and update to Leste
BrownOs best-selling booRlan B. In this new book Brown outlines a
plan, a budget, and a timetable for rescuing our twenty-first century

civilization. The plan includes eradicating poverty and stabilizing
population, protecting and restoring soils, forests, rangelands,
and fisheries, and conserving the earth®s biological diversity

OLester Brown tells us how to build a more just world and save the
planet from climate change in a practical, straightforward way.
We should all heed his advice,O says former President Bill Clinton

Plan B 2.0 can be purchased from the Earth Policy Institute online at
www.earthpolicy.org or by calling 202-496-9290.

Paperback: $17 (discounts for 2 or more) ¥ Hardback: $30
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