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had deprived Jaswant Singh of his labor supply Ñ a

problem emerging for upper-caste landlords across

India as lower castes leave Ñ and asserted their finan-

cial independence. 

Gandhi idealized villages as the way to return

Indians to their precolonial state. B. K. Ambedkar, the

Dalit, or untouchable, leader who helped write IndiaÕs

Constitution, saw it differently: he called villages a

cesspool, ÔÕa den of ignorance, narrow-mindedness

and communalism,ÕÕ and urged untouchables to flee

them for urban anonymity. 

In a modernizing India, AmbedkarÕs words are

being heeded as never before for economic, not

social reasons. Over time, the results may be the

same. 

Mr. Rawat, 30, and the other laborers living by the

highway had traded rural poverty for urban, and left

their families behind. The cityÕs daily wages amount-

ed to only slightly more than they would have earned

tilling Jaswant SinghÕs fields. But in the choice of

where to struggle, or whom to owe, was power Ñ

hardly a revolution, but a start. 

From The New York Timeson the Web © The New York
Times Company. Reprinted with Permission.

Would you like to spread the word about population? 

Become a Roving Reporter!

Roving Reporters distribute 10 (or more) copies of The Reporterto

places in their community that allow non-profits to leave free magazines,

such as libraries, bookstores, grocery stores, and laundromats.     

To become a Roving Reporter, write to Anne Thompson at 

anne@popconnect.org or 1400 16th St. NW, Suite 320, Washington, 

D.C. 20036.   
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A young girl in Gujarat, India, squats to collect water from a hose
crudely hooked to the pipeline passing the fringes of her village.
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